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SECTION A: LANGUAGE        15 MARKS 

 

A. Fill in the blanks with a word from the box below.       5 marks [      ] 

 

full take as mine out 

rid saw used on act 

 

It was midnight when the last guest left. I sighed heavily as I looked around. 

The living room was 1______ of cigarette smell and stale perfume. As I 

looked around, I 2_________ wet patches of spilt beer on my best Persian 

carpet. My antique vases were totally smashed. They had even 

3__________ my antique oak tables as ashtrays. These guests of 

4_________ had done their best to destroy my expensively decorated living room! What a night this 

had turned 5_________ to be. 

I shook my head. The mess would 6__________ hours to clear. Getting 7_______ of the smell would 

require days. My housekeeper would resign 8_______ the spot if she saw the mess. I had to 

9_______ fast. I could not afford to lose her 10_______ she is the best cook I have ever had!        

 

B.  Complete the following story by filling in the blanks with the correct form of the verbs. 

The first one (0) has been done for you.       5 marks [      ]                                                                                                                  

You must 0 _have heard_ (hear) of many ghost stories, but 1___________ you 

ever ________ (hear) of this one from Japan ? The story 2 _________        (go) 

like this; one moonlit night, a man 3_________________ (walk) home along the 

river when he saw a woman who 4____________________ ( sit ) on the bridge. 
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He 5 ____________________ (not notice) her because she was sitting with 

her back to him. However, he 6_____________ (can) see that she was 

crying so hysterically that her whole body was shaking. The man 

7____________ (feel) sorry for her.  When he 8____________ (go) to 

comfort her, she suddenly spun around. To his horror, the man 

9______________ (see) that she had no eyes, no nose and no mouth on her 

face!  Then he 10_________________  (take off ) and ran away as fast as he could until he reached 

the nearest inn.                  

                                                          

 C. Fill in the blanks with the relative pronouns who, which or whose. The first one has been 

done for you.           5 marks [      ]                                                                                                                  

 John, (0) who is a distant cousin of mine, came to Malta (1)_____________ he last visited some 

twenty years ago. He saw changes (2) _____________ he had never imagined! He also met people 

(3)_______________ names and faces he had completely 

forgotten! But not Mary! He remembered her as a child. 

(4)___________ would have imagined back then that she 

would grow into such a pretty woman! Either way, John 

would never forget his trip to Malta 

(5)________________ brought back forgotten memories.  
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READING COMPREHENSION TEXT       LEVEL 5-6-7 

THE OLYMPIC GAMES 

 

 

 

5 

A. Originally, the Olympic Games were held in Olympia, Greece from 

the 8th century BC to the 4th century AD.  Heracles invented the games 

in honour of the Gods, especially Zeus. The legend says that it was 

Heracles who first called the Games "Olympic" and set up the tradition 

of holding them every four years. The games featured a number of 

competitions held between city-states and kingdoms in Ancient Greece. 

The Olympic Games consisted mostly of athletics but they also 

included combat and chariot racing events. During the games, all battles amongst the participating 

city-states were postponed until the games were finished.  

10 B. The Olympic Games reached their peak in the 6th and 5th centuries BC. Later, the Games lost 

their popularity.  In fact, it is commonly believed that in 393 AD, the emperor Theodosius I ordered 

that all pagan cults to stop practicing. Others believe that the Olympics ended in 426 AD, when 

Theodosius II, ordered the destruction of all Greek temples. After that, the Olympics were not held 

again until the late 19th century. 

15 C. However, in 1894, Baron Pierre de Coubertin formed the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

and started the modern Olympic Games. The IOC chooses the host city for each Olympic Games. 

The IOC also decided which sports are to be performed at the Games. The celebrations of the Games 

include many customs and symbols, such as the Olympic flag and torch, as well as the opening and 

closing ceremonies. 

20 D. During the 20th and 21st several changes were made to the Olympic Games. Some of these 

adjustments include the creation of the Winter Games, the Paralympic Games and the Youth 

Olympic Games. 

 

 

25 

E. The Games have grown and nearly every nation participates. This growth has created many 

challenges which include bribery, and terrorism. At each event of the games, the media exposes 

athletes with the chance to obtain national and in some cases, international fame. The Games also 

create a major opportunity for the country to showcase themselves to the world. 

Text adapted from Wikipedia, (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympic_Games) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Olympic_Games
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 SECTION B – READING COMPREHENSION       20 MARKS 

Read the passage “The Olympic Games” which is on a separate sheet, and then answer the 

questions below. 

 

1. Underline the correct answer in Questions (a) and (b).    1 mark [   ]  

 

(a) The passage is about  

 (i) The origins and development of the Olympic Games.  

 (ii) The history of the Olympic Games.  

 (iii) The different types of sports practiced in the Olympics.  

 (iv) The Greek Gods.  

  

(b) The Olympic Games         1 mark [   ]  

 (i) were initially held every five years.  

 (ii) were a series of competitions held in Athens. 

 (iii) were initiated by Heracles to honour the Greek Gods.  

 (iv) were given their name by Zeus.  

  

    2. State whether the following statements are TRUE (T) or FALSE (F).   4 marks [   ] 

 

 TRUE FALSE 

a) The Ancient Olympic Games took place in Athens, Greece   

b) Ancient Olympic Games were popular from 8th century AD to the 4th century BC.   

c) Competitions were held between city-states and kingdoms in Ancient Greece.   

d) These games also included combat and chariot racing events.   
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3. Which games were popular during the Ancient Olympics event?    1 mark [   ] 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Which agreement did the participants have during the games?    1 mark [   ] 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How is Baron Pierre de Coubertin connected to the Olympics?            1 mark [   ] 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the role of the International Olympic Committee (IOC)?                  2 marks [   ] 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Mention TWO traditional symbols of the modern Olympics.    2 marks [   ] 

a) __________________________________ b) ___________________________________ 

8. Fill in the following paragraph with words in Paragraph E.   2 marks [   ] 

 

Nowadays, the Olympic Games are very popular since most nations are represented by their 

athletes.  This increase in number has created several (a)________________ which include 

terrorism.  However, the popularity of the Games has now been publicised through the 

(b)________________ sector which helps (c)________________from all over the world to 
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become internationally famous.  Moreover, the hosting city will also (d)________________ 

themselves worldwide to display its national wonders. 

 

9. What do the following words refer to in the passage?    1 mark [   ] 

a) their (line 12) ___________________________________________ 

b) that (line 15) ___________________________________________ 

 

10. Find a word in the passage that means       2 marks [   ] 

a. presented (paragraph A) - ______________________________ 

b. highest (paragraph B) - ________________________________ 

c. entertaining (paragraph C) - ____________________________ 

d. changes (paragraph D) - _______________________________ 

 

11. Write down which paragraph talks about: 

The first one has been done for you.      2 marks [   ] 

Reaching worldwide fame  

The end for the Olympics   

Creating Modern Olympics  

How the Olympics originated A 

Changes in the Olympics  
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SECTION C: LITERATURE        20 MARKS 

 

Part I: Poetry – Unprepared Text                                    10 marks 

 

Talking Heads 

The talking heads* make noise and hurt my brain. 

And no one can be certain what they’ve said. 

I turn the TV volume down, in pain, 

And reach to plump the pillow on my bed. 

Commercial time, I click, what do I see? 

But other networks’ chatty pundits* poised 

To talk atop each other in a spree. 

I feel assaulted*, bothered, over “noised.”  

I click around each channel and I find 

Only tiresome reruns I find boring. 

I think perhaps that I might lose my mind. 

Better yet, I must just start ignoring. 

Tonight, perhaps, at bed time, I will look,   

Instead, between the covers of a book. 

 

by Denise Rodgers 

 

 

 

 

 

*talking heads / pundits = People who are 

knowledgeable about a particular subject 

area and offer their opinions to mass 

media.  

*assaulted = beaten 
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1) The following sentences discuss the subject of the poem; fill in the blanks with a word from the 

box below to complete the sentences.         2 marks 

 

 

This poem is about the persona’s (i) ______________________ of Talk TV. This is because it gives 

him/her a (ii) __________________ and he/she finds it (iii) ____________________. The persona 

tries to find something else on TV that may be more (iv) __________________, but he/she does not 

manage to do so. In fact, the persona will probably read instead. 

 

2)  a) What type of a poem is “Talking Head”? Underline the correct answer.            2 marks 

     (i) ballad           (ii) haiku                    (iii) sonnet                   (iv) senryu 

 

     b) What are the last two lines of such a poem called? Underline the correct answer. 

     (i) quatrain           (ii) couplet         (iii) refrain                  (iv) rhyme 

 

3)  a) Choose the correct rhyme scheme for the 1st stanza of the poem    2 marks  

(i) BABA   (ii) ABBA   (iii) ABAB       (iv) ABCA 

 

  b) Find the two words in the poem that rhyme with shook. (i) ___________ (ii) __________ 

 

boring dislike entertaining headache 
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4) Quote FOUR words or phrases which explain how the persona is feeling.             2 marks 

a) ________________________________  b) ______________________________ 

c) ________________________________  d) ______________________________ 

 

5) Explain what the lines below mean.         2 marks 

     “Tonight, perhaps, at bed time, I will look,   

       Instead, between the covers of a book. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English – Form 2 Half Yearly Examination 2014 – Levels 5-6-7 Page 11 of 16 

 

Part II: Prose – Unprepared Text                                    10 marks 

Read the following passage and answer all the questions below. 

 

The Discovery of Oz the Terrible 

 

The four travellers walked up to the great gate of Emerald City and rang the 

bell. After ringing several times, it was opened by the same Guardian of the 

Gates they had met before. 

 

"What! are you back again?" he asked, in surprise. 

 

"Do you not see us?" answered the Scarecrow. 

 

"But I thought you had gone to visit the Wicked Witch of the West." 

 

"We did visit her," said the Scarecrow. 

 

"And she let you go again?" asked the man, in wonder. 

  

"She could not help it, for she is melted," explained the Scarecrow. 

  

"Melted! Well, that is good news, indeed," said the man. "Who melted her?" 

 

"It was Dorothy," said the Lion gravely. 

 

"Good gracious!" exclaimed the man, and he bowed very low indeed before her. 

 

Then he led them into his little room and locked the spectacles from the great box on all their eyes, just 

as he had done before. Afterward they passed on through the gate into the Emerald City. When the 

people heard from the Guardian of the Gates that Dorothy had melted the Wicked Witch of the West, 

they all gathered around the travellers and followed them in a great crowd to the Palace of Oz. 

 

The soldier with the green whiskers was still on guard before the door, but he let them in at once, and 

they were again met by the beautiful green girl, who showed each of them to their old rooms at once, 

so they might rest until the Great Oz was ready to receive them. 

 

  

1) The story has a wicked witch and a talking scarecrow. Underline  the two words that best describe the 

story:           1 mark [      ] 

                                                  

Fiction    nonfiction   imaginary   realistic   romance   sad   horror 
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 2) Quote the words the man said that show his surprise that the girl Dorothy managed to kill the 

Wicked Witch:           1 mark [      ] 

_________________________________________________________________________________         

 

3)  How do we know from the passage that   the travellers had been to the Emerald City before:                                                                                                        

 2 marks [     ]        

i) ____________________________________________________  

 

ii) ___________________________________________________ 

 

  4) Name four things that show the story takes place in an imaginary world:            4 marks [     ]        

 

i) ___________________________________________________   

 

ii) ___________________________________________________  

 

iii) __________________________________________________  

 

iv) __________________________________________________ 

 

 

5) Is this book meant for children or adults? Give a reason for your answer.    2 marks [      ]  
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SECTION D – WRITING TASK        (25 marks)  

Write between 100 and 150 words on ONE of the following:  

  

1. Describe your favourite family member. 

 

2. Use the picture below and write a story beginning “Larry was late for school. That morning, 

he had promised his cousin to pick him up.  As soon as he walked out the door…” 

Do not forget to give it a title. 

You can use the following words or phrases to help you: flying saucer, panic, frightened, 

accident, home, hospital, phone. 
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3. Write an email to your English friend describing your school and the subjects you are studying. 

Please send your email to alex.brown@mail.com 

 

The following words may help you: ground floor, first floor, entrance, hall, classrooms, 

stairs, tuck shop, staff room, office, subjects. 

 

If your email does not fit in the space below, use the lines on the following page. 
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Writing Task title number 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Teacher’s Paper 
 
 

Instructions for the conduct of the Listening Comprehension Examination 
 

 

The teacher should instruct the candidates to answer the questions on the paper provided. The 

following procedure for reading the Listening Comprehension passage is to be explained to the 

candidates immediately before proceeding with the examination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a. 3 minutes - Candidates read questions 

b. 3 minutes - First reading aloud of passage while candidates take notes 

c. 3 minutes - Candidates answer questions 

d. 3 minutes - Second reading of passage and possibility for candidates to answer questions 

e. 3 minutes - Final revision 

 

 

 

 

 

You have been given a sheet containing the Listening Comprehension questions. 

 

You will be given three minutes to read the questions based on the passage. I shall 

then read the passage at normal reading speed. You may take notes during the 

reading. After this reading there will be a pause of another three minutes to enable 

you to answer some of the questions. The passage will be read a second time and you 

may take further notes and answer the rest of the questions. After this second 

reading you will be given a further three minutes for a final revision of answers. 
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GOZO COLLEGE SECONDARY SCHOOLS         

Half Yearly Examinations 2014  

FORM 2     English Language   TIME: 15 minutes 

LISTENING 

TEACHER’S PAPER 

You are going to listen to a psychologist talking to some students. 

Learn about who you are by choosing a shape  

Psychologist: Look at the shapes in front of you. Look at each one carefully. You’ll notice they are 

each different in their own way. Look again and THINK. Which shape do I prefer? Which shape do I 

like the most? Put number 1 on the line below that shape now…. That’s right, put number 1 on the 

line below the shape you like most. Good. Now give each of the other shapes a number….2, 3, 4 

and 5…in order of preference. Go on. Number each shape in order of preference: 1 being the one 

you like most; 5 being the one you like least. 

Look at the shapes in front of you. Each shape represents a certain type of person. The number you 

gave to each shape shows how closely you represent that kind of person…. The Triangle… The 

triangle represents people who want to be successful and are ready to deal with any obstacles that 

come their way so that they can reach their goals. You are very determined. These people almost 

never fail.  

The Square…You are a person that someone can count on. You are honest and like to make plans 

and set goals. When you start something you always finish it.  

The Circle…Personal space and time to think are very important to you. You are independent and 

prefer to solve your own problems than ask others for help. You do not like to be in crowds.  

Matching Triangles… This shape represents relationships in your life. You think relationships are 

very important in one’s life, and are very loyal to family and friends. You are sympathetic, and can 

share your thoughts and feelings with others.  

The Whirlwind… This shape represents a wish for change… you like trying new things. You are very 

creative; always full of new ideas. You like starting new projects. You get really excited at the 

beginning, but your interest may disappear quickly and you may have difficulty finishing what you 

start. 

 

 

  

 

 Levels  5-6-7 
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FORM 2     English Language   TIME: 15 minutes 

LISTENING 

STUDENT’S PAPER 

Name: ________________________________   Class: _______________________ 

 

1. Follow the instructions that are given to you by the psychologist in the passage that is read by the 

teacher. (1 mark) 

                                                                                                                         

 

 

         _____________             ___________             ___________           _____________       __________ 

 

2. Mark whether the following statements are true or false. Tick the correct box.         (5 marks) 

 True False 

a)Each shape represents a particular type of character a person has.   

b) “The triangles” are those people who are most likely to fail in life.   

c) The “square people”, are the people you can trust and know will be by your 

side when you need them. 

  

d) “Circle people” are very independent and like to be in crowds.   

e) Matching triangles represent people who are very mean to their family and 

friends. 

  

 
 

3. Choose and underline the person that describes the whirlwind personality best.        (1 mark) 

a) Mary likes to follow a schedule and plan everything in advance. 

b) Elisa is a really fun person to be with and loves to party. 

c) David enjoys spending time with his family as well as his free time. 

d) James is imaginative and artistic, and loves to try out new things. 
 

 

4. Fill in the blank with an appropriate word/phrase from the passage.                            (3 marks) 

a) Those people who are triangles find ways to deal with any problems so that they can 

______________ their goals. 

b) “Circle people” value their _______________________ and _______________________. 

c) The ________________________ represents people who desire change. 

   Levels 5-6-7 
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FORM 2    English Language Conversation   TIME: 3 minutes 

           

Student’s Paper 

 

 

Describe a famous person (local or international) that you would 

really like to meet / have met 

  

You should say:  

 

who s/he is  

 

how long you have been interested in her/him  

 

what s/he looks like  

 

what s/he is like (personality)  

 

where s/he lives and with whom 

 

 what her/his hobbies/interests are  

 

why you would like to meet her/him / how you reacted when you met 

her/him  
 

 Levels 5-6-7-8 
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FORM 2    English Language Conversation   TIME: 3 minutes 

           

Student’s Paper 

 

 

Describe someone you admire 

  

You should say:  

 

who s/he is  

 

how long you have known her/him  

 

what s/he looks like  

 

what s/he is like (personality)  

 

where s/he lives and with whom 

 

 what her/his hobbies/interests are  

 

why you admire her/him  

 Levels 5-6-7-8 
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FORM 2    English Language Conversation   TIME: 4 minutes 

           

Student’s Paper 

 

 

Examiner: Look at the picture. I will be asking you some questions about it.  

 

 Levels 5-6-7-8 
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FORM 2    English Language Conversation   TIME: 4 minutes 

           

Student’s Paper 

 

 

 Examiner: Look at the picture. I will be asking you some questions about it.  
 

 Levels 5-6-7-8 



GOZO COLLEGE SECONDARY SCHOOLS         

Half Yearly Examinations 2014  

FORM 2    English Language Conversation   TIME: 3 minutes 

           

 

Teacher’s Paper 

 

 

The examiner reads out the task card below to the student: 

 

Describe a famous person (local or international) that you would really like to 

meet / have met 

  

You should say:  

who s/he is  

how long you have been interested in her/him  

what s/he looks like  

what s/he is like (personality)  

where s/he lives and with whom 

 what her/his hobbies/interests are  

why you would like to meet her/him / how you reacted when you met her/him  
 

The examiner says: ‘You will have to talk about the topic for about 1 minute. You have 1 

minute to think about what to say before you start.’  

 

The examiner hands the task card to the student.  

 

The examiner is to make sure that the task card is handed back at the end of the examination. 

 Levels 5-6-7-8 
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FORM 2    English Language Conversation   TIME: 3 minutes 

           

 

Teacher’s Paper 

 

 

The examiner reads out the task card below to the student: 

 

Describe someone you admire 

  

You should say:  

who s/he is  

how long you have known her/him  

what s/he looks like  

what s/he is like (personality)  

where s/he lives and with whom 

 what her/his hobbies/interests are  

why you admire her/him  
 

The examiner says: ‘You will have to talk about the topic for about 1 minute. You have 1 

minute to think about what to say before you start.’  

 

The examiner hands the task card to the student.  

 

The examiner is to make sure that the task card is handed back at the end of the examination. 
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Teacher’s Paper 

Examiner: Look at the picture. I will be asking you some questions about it.  

 

The examiner allows the candidate approximately 1 minute to look at the picture. The 

examiner will then ask questions from the list below to keep the candidate talking for 3 

minutes.  

 

If candidates get stuck or give a limited answer to a question, the examiner will repeat the 

question once. The examiner is to avoid rephrasing the question or asking a different 

question.  

 

1. What can you see in the picture?  

2. Where was this picture taken?  

3. How do you think the people are feeling? What makes you think so?  

4. What time of year do you think it is? Why?  

5. Have you ever been to a zoo? If so, what did you see and did you enjoy it? If not, would you 

like to go and why? 

6. Do you have any pets at home? What do you to take care of them? If not what type of pet 

would u like to have and why? 

7. Why do you think that such places of leisure are important to have in a country?  

 Levels 5-6-7-8 
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FORM 2    English Language Conversation   TIME: 4 minutes 

          

Teacher’s Paper 

 
 Examiner: Look at the picture. I will be asking you some questions about it.  

 

The examiner allows the candidate approximately 1 minute to look at the picture. The 

examiner will then ask questions from the list below to keep the candidate talking for 3 

minutes.  

 

If candidates get stuck or give a limited answer to a question, the examiner will repeat the 

question once. The examiner is to avoid rephrasing the question or asking a different 

question.  

 

1. What can you see in the picture?  

2. Where was this picture taken?  

3. How do you think the young people are feeling? What makes you think so?  

4. What time of year do you think it is? Why?  

5. Have you been to the new aquarium in Malta? If so, what did you see and did you enjoy it? 

6. Do you have any pets at home? What do you to take care of them? If not what type of pet 

would u like to have and why? 

7. Why do you think that such places of leisure are important to have in one’s country?  
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